Lesson One –
Introduction to
Poetry

PRE-STARTER
• What does poetry involve?

• Complete a spider diagram of your own ideas in
silence whilst I take the register.

POETRY

Rhyme

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

THIS TERM
• This scheme of work aims to develop your
knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of
poetry.
• The scheme aims to build the skills required for
analytical writing about poems required at GCSE
and beyond.

• The poetry cluster you will be studying is called
‘Growing Pains’ and it focuses on issues
surrounding children growing up.
LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

STARTER
PAIR – SHARE

What are poetic devices and WHY are they used?
Write an answer to this question in your exercise
books.
*They are tools that a poet uses to create
rhythm, enhance a poems meaning, intensify a
mood, feeling or simply for added interest.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

REFLECTION
How many of these poetic devices
do you know the definitions for?
Imagery

Simile

Metaphor

Alliteration

Assonance

Structure

Personification

Onomatopoeia

Enjambment

Rhythm/Rhyme

Stanza

Caesura

Symbolism

Form

Volta

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Write these devices in a column titled
‘Poetic Terms’.
Imagery

Simile

Metaphor

Alliteration

Assonance

Structure

Personification

Onomatopoeia

Enjambment

Rhythm/Rhyme

Stanza

Caesura

Symbolism

Form

Volta

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Imagery:
Definition/Example

Effect

Language that appeals The words give MORE
to the senses and
than meaning. It
opens the readers
heightens language.
mind/imagination.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Simile:
Definition/Example

Direct comparison
using like or as.

Effect

Creates imagery for
the reader.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Metaphor:
Definition/Example

Compares two things
WITHOUT using like
or as.

Effect

Creates imagery for
the reader.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Alliteration:
Definition/Example

Repeated consonant
sound in words.
Example: Peter Piper
picked a peck of
pickled peppers.

Effect

To make writing more
memorable. Good for
tongue twisters.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Assonance:
Definition/Example

Effect

Repeated vowel sound To produce specific
to create internal
sounds and to help the
rhyming.
poetry flow.
Example: On a proud
round cloud in a white
high night.
LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Structure
Definition/Example

Structure in poetry
looks at each stanza
and how they are put
together, presented
and develop.

Effect
To communicate certain
feelings and attitudes to
the reader throughout the
poem. All poem structures
are different and
communicate different
images to the reader.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Personification:
Definition/Example

Qualities of a human
given to an animal or
an inanimate object.

Effect

It can make the reader
more inquisitive
(curious) and interested
in the language.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Onomatopoeia:
Definition/Example

Effect

Words that mimic the It makes the
sound it makes.
description more
expressive and
enhances the sense of
sound.
LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Enjambment
Definition/Example

The continuation of a
sentence without a
pause beyond the end
of a line, couplet or
stanza.

Effect

The reader is left with a
continuation of ideas
that can add pace,
tension or reveal a
certain message to the
reader.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Rhythm/Rhyme:
Definition/Example

Rhyme is the
repetition of similar
sounds. Rhythm is
created by the sounds
used.

Effect

Helps the reader to
remember, feel and
recognise the mood of
the poem.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Stanza:
Definition/Example

A group of lines within
a poem. The blank line
between two stanzas
is called a ‘stanza
break’.

Effect

To group ideas/images
together and to
organise ideas for the
reader.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Caesura
Definition/Example

Effect

A pause of break in the A caesura adds emphasis
middle of a line of
to a word. It could also
poetry.
be used to change the
tone, meaning or to
juxtapose certain ideas.
LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Symbolism:
Definition/Example

Gives a deeper
meaning from its
literal sense.
Example: Dove =
tranquillity.

Effect

It determines the mood
and creates imagery.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Form
Definition/Example
Form can be understood as
the physical structure of
the poem: the length of the
lines, their rhythms, their
system of rhymes and
repetition.

Effect

To communicate images
and messages to the
reader: dramatic
monologues, lyrical or
narrative poems all
reflect different ideas.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

ACTIVITY
Volta
Definition/Example

The turning point in a
poem.

Effect

To change the focus
keeps the reader
entertained/intrigued to
find out about the
change in tone or
thought.

LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

PLENARY
Poetic Device Bingo! Out of the list of 15, choose
9 and put them in a grid like this:

I will give out the definitions to words and if you
have the word, cross them out. Line to begin…
LO’s: To recall known poetic devices and their effects.
To develop understanding of more complex devices and their effects.

Grade 2 LOWER
You know of some poetic
devices and are able to
give their definitions.
Grade 2 HIGHER
You know of some poetic
devices and learn some
new terms. You are able
to comment on some of
their effects on the
reader.
Grade 3
You will be able to recall
most poetic devices and
will be able to comment
on their purpose and
effects with
confidence.

Lesson Two –
Welltread

STARTER
How do head teachers
make you feel?
Mind-map your ideas
in your exercise books
(in silence) whilst the
register is taken.
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

REFLECTION
Frightened

Why do they make you feel this way?

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

Head teachers
Nervous
Worried
Safe

Grade 2 LOWER

Valued

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Welltread was Head and the Head’s face was a fist. Yes,
I’ve got him. Spelling and Punishment. A big brass bell
dumb on his desk till only he shook it, and children
ran shrieking in the locked yard. Mr Welltread. Sir.
He meant well. They all did then. The loud, inarticulate dads,
the mothers who spat on hankies and rubbed you away.
But Welltread looked like a gangster. Welltread stalked
the forms, collecting thruppenny* bits in a soft black hat.
We prayed for Aberfan*, vaguely reprieved. My socks dissolved,
two grey pools at my ankles, at the shock of my name
called out. The memory brings me to my feet
as a foul would. The wrong child for a trite crime.
And all I could say was No. Welltread straightened my hand
as though he could read the future there, then hurt himself
more than he hurt me. There was no cause for complaint.
There was the burn of a cane in my palm, still smouldering.
Carol Ann Duffy
* Thruppenny bits were coins in use at that time.

* Aberfan was a coal-mining village in South Wales. In 1966, a
landslide destroyed the village school and caused the deaths of 116
children.

The question:
a) What memories of
schooldays does Duffy
describe in this poem?
b) What methods does
Duffy use to present these
memories to the reader?

ACTIVITY
Remember the skills you learnt in year 7 – annotate your poem.
• Who is the narrator?
• What is the poem about?

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

• How do you think the narrator feels?

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

• The form and structure – does it have a rhyme scheme/stanzas?

Grade 3

• What powerful, threatening language is there? What effect(s)
does the language create for the reader?

• What sort of imagery arises?

• What is the poet trying to say?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

DEVELOPMENT
Feelings and emotions behind the poem – things to think about.
• What feeling(s) does Duffy have towards the head teacher? How do
you know this?

• Can you relate to the fears that the student might have?
• What do you think the parents in the poem feel about the head
teacher? How do you know this?

• Does any of the vocabulary or sentence structures used create a
sense of tension? Give examples.
• CHALLENGE: What sentence type is the quote ‘Spelling and
Punishment’? What effect does this create? Why do you think Duffy
chose to use a capital S and P in this sentence?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

An example PEED paragraph
Point: Duffy’s memory of school is a negative one. In the poem ‘Welltread’ she describes the vivid
memories she has of the head teacher that everyone feared.
Evidence: The metaphor ‘the Head’s face was a fist’ creates an impression of a harsh, cold,
unforgiving and violent head teacher who believes in giving severe punishments.
Explanation: The harsh monosyllabic words in the first compound sentence and the alliteration of
‘face’ and ‘fist’ build suspense for the reader and could emphasise just how bitter and
authoritative ‘Welltread’ is.
Development: As the poem progresses, we learn about the severity of the punishments that the
students underwent for committing common ‘crimes’. We also learn about possible parent fears
towards ‘Welltread’ because of the ‘inarticulate’ speaking dad and the mum who ‘rubbed you away’.
Development/authorial intention: Perhaps Duffy wrote ‘Welltread’ as a reflection of her negative
school life. It could be said that this school experience (with ‘the burn of a cane’) could have
mentally scarred her for life and she clearly remembers every detail vividly to this day.

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

ACTIVITY
Your turn – choose one quote and
begin drafting an analysis.
• Check that you are commenting on imagery, the
intentions of the poet, devices used and the form and
structure.
• Use PEED systematically to ensure a thorough analysis.
• Proof read your work to make sure it makes sense.
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

PLENARY
Where would you put yourself today
in line with the learning outcomes?
RED, AMBER OR GREEN

What could you do to progress to the
next grade?
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Lesson Three –
Welltread

STARTER
Who is the narrator in ‘Welltread’?
What is the poem about?
What is the form of the poem?
What language devices are there?
Quote and effect.
What does PEED stand for?
LO’s: To recall the poem ‘Welltread’
To analyse the poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

ACTIVITY
SILENT Writing Task – 40 minutes
Aim to write 1/2 PEED paragraphs which answers both
parts to the question:
a) What memories of schooldays does Duffy describe
in this poem?
b) What methods does Duffy use to present these
memories to the reader?

Refer to the success criteria on the right to ensure you
are on track.
LO’s: To recall the poem ‘Welltread’
To analyse the poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

PLENARY
SELF-ASSESSMENT
You have just completed your first piece of written poetry
analysis this academic year…well done! This term there will be 3
more reading opportunities, one of them being a formal exam.
To ensure you make steady progress on each piece of analysis,
you are going to complete a self-assessment.
1.

Give yourself a grade according to the success criteria.

2. Write one WOW comment.
3. Set yourself one target to improve your next piece of
analysis.

LO’s: To analyse the poem ‘Welltread’.
To assess your own work accurately and in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Lesson Four – In
Mrs Tilscher’s Class

STARTER
Who was your
favourite
primary school
teacher?
Why were they
your favourite?
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

ACTIVITY (10)
Skimming the surface
1.

Read the poem as a class.

2.

Read the poem again with a partner – what is the poem about?

*What happens in each stanza – note this down next to each stanza in your
progress books.
*What is the poem about as a whole? Does it deal with a particular topic or
issue?
3.

Look at the language used to express specific ideas.

*Is the tone of the poem happy/sad/negative/positive? Which words
create this tone? Underline and annotate them. Does the tone vary at any
point in the poem?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

DEVELOPMENT
You could travel up the Blue Nile
1. Why might have Duffy
with your finger, tracing the route
chosen to write the poem
while Mrs Tilscher chanted the scenery.
in second person?
”Tana. Ethiopia. Khartoum. Aswan.”
2. In this first stanza, do you
That for an hour, then a skittle of milk
think the children
and the chalky Pyramids rubbed into dust.
understand what they are
A window opened with a long pole.
learning? Why?
The laugh of a bell swung by a running child. 3. How do you think Duffy
felt being in this class?
4. Identify some sensual
Answer the following questions by making
language. Effect?
annotations around the relevant parts of
5. Why do you think I have
the poem.
highlighted these four
phrases in the stanza?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

DEVELOPMENT
This was better than home. Enthralling books.
The classroom glowed like a sweetshop.
Sugar paper. Coloured shapes. Brady and Hindley
faded, like the faint, uneasy smudge of a mistake.
Mrs Tilscher loved you. Some mornings, you found
she'd left a gold star by your name.
The scent of a pencil slowly, carefully, shaved.
A xylophone's nonsense heard from another form.

Answer the
following questions
by making
annotations around
the relevant parts
of the poem.

1. In this stanza, how does Duffy show her positive attitudes to school?
2. Who were Brady and Hindley? What is their relevance in this poem?
3. There are two similes in this stanza. Identify them. What do you think
they mean? What effect(s) do they create for the reader?
4. Do you think Duffy enjoyed school at this moment? Why?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

DEVELOPMENT
Over the Easter term the inky tadpoles changed
from commas into exclamation marks. Three frogs
hopped in the playground, freed by a dunce
followed by a line of kids, jumping and croaking
away from the lunch queue. A rough boy
told you how you were born. You kicked him, but stared
at your parents, appalled, when you got back home.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Answer the
following questions
by making
annotations around
the relevant parts
of the poem.

How is the image of tadpoles relevant to the main theme in the poem?
What concept does this stanza introduce us to?
Do you think Duffy had a good relationship with her parents? Why?
The first two stanzas focus on innocence. This stanza now deals with
experiences and the confusion of growing up. To what extent do you
agree?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

DEVELOPMENT
That feverish July, the air tasted of electricity.
A tangible alarm made you always untidy, hot,
fractious under the heavy, sexy sky. You asked her
how you were born and Mrs Tilscher smiled
then turned away. Reports were handed out.
You ran through the gates, impatient to be grown
the sky split open into a thunderstorm.

Answer the
following questions
by making
annotations around
the relevant parts
of the poem.

1. What do you think this stanza is suggesting?
2. How does this stanza develop from the first two stanzas?
3. The term ‘thunderstorm’ could be used as a metaphor. A metaphor to
describe what?
4. What is suggested by the phrase ‘impatient to be grown’?
5. Why do you think Mrs Tilscher ‘turned away’?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

PLENARY
Planners at the ready…
Where would you put yourself today
in line with the learning outcomes?
RED, AMBER OR GREEN
What could you do to progress to the
next grade?
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

Lesson Five– In Mrs
Tilscher’s Class

STARTER
FORM: The poem is set out in 4 solid stanzas. The first two
stanzas have 8 lines. The final two have 7 lines.

1.
dolengths
you think
this is?
TheWhy
stanza
changing
could represent the child changing.
2.
What person
is the
poem
in?and more personal.
2nd person
– this makes
the
poemwritten
universal
3. It iswith
Dealing
an autobiographic
the poets own life
poem.
and experiences.
What does this mean?

STRUCTURE:
Colourful,
vibrant,
secure,
adventurous,
safe and imaginative.
1. How does
Duffy
describe
the experiences
of primary

school in the first two stanzas?

Innocence
vs the
growing
experiences,
2. How do
finalup/adolescence,
two stanza’s differ?
disappointment, hormones.

LO’s: To analyse the poem ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’.
To peer-assess accurately and in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

ACTIVITY
a) What impressions of childhood does Duffy
create in this poem?
b) How does Duffy present these ideas to the
reader?

In simple language, what is this question asking
you to do?
Let’s look at a model PEED response together…
LO’s: To analyse the poem ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’.
To peer-assess accurately and in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

An example PEED paragraph
Point: Duffy creates mostly a positive, happy impression of her childhood throughout the poem.
The issues surrounding growing up is revealed through the poet’s use of sensual imagery.
Evidence: In the first stanza the sound of the bell is compared to the laughter of children in the
metaphor ‘The laugh of a bell’.
Explanation: Laughter is associated with having fun and people enjoying themselves. This example
of imagery therefore helps to create a happy, carefree atmosphere.
Development: This contrasts with the imagery used at the end, for example: ‘As the sky split open
into a thunderstorm’. Duffy uses this metaphor to describe the way lightening looks – as if the sky
is breaking open. The word ‘split’ suggests something breaking which cannot be fixed; this could
perhaps reflect the speaker’s lost innocence and her feelings about growing up.
Development/authorial intention: Perhaps Duffy wrote this poem as a reflection of her feelings
about growing up: a secure and safe learning environment, yet experiencing confusion in
adolescence. We could compare this poem to ‘Welltread’ because the severe punishments received
at secondary by ‘Welltread’ himself juxtapose the many happy memories she received at primary.

LO’s: To analyse the poem ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’.
To peer-assess accurately and in detail.

ACTIVITY
SILENT Writing Task – 20 minutes
You need to aim to write 1/2 PEED paragraphs which
answers both parts to the question:
a) What impressions of childhood does Duffy create in
this poem?
b) How does Duffy present these ideas to the reader?
Refer to the success criteria on the right to ensure you
are meeting the criteria/grade boundaries.
LO’s: To analyse the poem ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’.
To peer-assess accurately and in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

PLENARY
PEER/SELF-ASSESSMENT
To ensure you help each other make steady
progress, you are going to complete a peerassessment task.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

1. Give your partner/yourself a grade.

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

2. Write one WWW comment.

Grade 3

3. Set your partner one target to help them
improve their next piece of analysis.
LO’s: To analyse the poem ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’.
To peer/self-assess accurately and in detail.

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Lesson Six – Exam
Preparation
‘Nettles’

STARTER
Imagine you are out walking with a younger
brother, sister or child of about four years of
age. As (s)he runs and plays, (s)he trips up and
falls into a bed of nettles.
Think of 4 powerful words
to describe your
emotions whilst the
register is taken.

to

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

THE POET
Nettles by Vernon Scannell.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.

Scannell was a poet, author, teacher and a
professional boxer. He was called up for active
service in World War 2. However, he deserted
the army and spent two years on the run before
being caught.

Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.

He won several awards for his poetry.

Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

The poem ‘Nettles’ echoes his war experience.
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

ACTIVITY
Nettles by Vernon Scannell.
As we read the poem, you will realise that it has
a straightforward narrative feel.

However, your job is to identify the much
deeper meaning presented in the poem.
On first read (as a class), simply consider what
is happening in the poem.
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

REFLECTION
What is the poem about?
CHALLENGE: What are the nettles described as?
PAIR-SHARE: 1 minute

*Nettles is about a child who falls in to a patch of nettles
and seeks comfort from his parents. The speaker, after
attending to his son’s injuries sets about to destroy the
nettles, only for them to return in ‘two weeks’.
The nettles are personified as an opposing force - soldiers
in war.

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

FORM & STRUCTURE
It is a narrative
on the
perspective
1. What
form account
is the(story),
poemfocusing
written
in:father’s
lyrical,
ballad,
of an accident involving his son. Its purpose it to entertain and hold
narrative
sonnet?
What
feeling(s)
does
this
the audience’sor
attention
through
the use
of expression,
thoughts,
feelings and
poetic
create
for
thedevices.
reader?
One single stanza of four, cross rhyme quatrains. The continuation of
2. How
many stanzas? Why do you think the poet
the stanza perhaps sustains the readers attention, compassion and
chose
it this
sympathyto
forwrite
the injured
son. way?
ABAB alternating
scheme.
The rhyme
scheme
could the
perhaps
3. What
is the rhyme
rhyme
scheme?
What
could
remind the reader that injuries are inevitable and we cannot always
rhyme
scheme
protect those
we love.show?
The finality of the last line determines this.
The father.
Helpless, angry,
wants do
to protect
his son.the speaker
4. Who
is speaking?
What
you think
feels?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

LANGUAGE
1. Highlight all vocabulary relating to war in one
colour. What message does this language give?
2. Identify: similes, metaphors, alliteration and
personification. What is their effect(s) on the
reader? What imagery do they create?
3. Emotive language: compassion and sympathy for
the injured son. Identify some phrases to show
this. What does this tell us about how the
speaker feels?
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

Attitudes and Themes
1. What
do you
think
are presented in
War,themes
violence
and
danger.
the poem? Why do you think this?
2. What
is the father’s
towards
The father’s
reactionattitude
to the nettles
is the
as
nettles?
quote best
demonstrates
violent asWhat
the nettles’
sting:
‘slashed in fury
this?
with it’.
The father
reminded
thatback
his son
will feel
pain is
3. When
the isnettles
grow
quickly,
what
again,father
just as reminded
wars will continue
the
of? to occur despite the
violent attempts to end them: ‘My son would often
feel sharp wounds again.’

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

EXAM QUESTION
a) What happens to the boy in this poem and
how does his father feel about it?
b) How does the poet use language to show his
feelings about what happens to his son?

In simple language, what is this question asking
you to do?
Let’s look at a model PEED response together…
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

An example PEED paragraph
Point: The 1st person, narrative poem Nettles is about a caring father who seeks revenge on a ‘nettle bed’
that his son accidently fell in to and was injured by. The father clearly feels angry as he wants to protect
his son.
Evidence: The quote ‘I took my billhook, honed the blade…and slashed in fury’ illustrates that the father
wanted to destroy the ‘regiment’ of nettles that hurt his son, as if in a war zone.
Explanation: The quote as a whole demonstrates that the father’s reaction to the nettles was as violent as
the nettles sting. The verb ‘slashed’ indicates that the parent was so furious that he wanted vengeance
for his beloved son.
Development: Scannell personifies the nettles as an opposing force. The metaphors ‘green spears’ and
‘regiment of spite’ creates the image of a violent and aggressive group of soldiers holding their weapons
ready for combat. This could reflect the speaker’s urgent need to protect his child but comes to realise
that this cannot always be the case – ‘But in two weeks…’
Development/authorial intention: Perhaps Scannell wrote the poem as a reflection of his experiences of
raising 6 children and WW2. The ABAB rhyme scheme could signal the idea that injuries are inevitable,
just like war will continue to occur, and we cannot always protect those we love. The finality of the last
line determines this – ‘My son would often feel sharp wounds again’.

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

REFLECTION
How are you going to be
successful in this exam?
Set yourself two targets. E.g.
1) I need to ensure that…
2)…
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER
I can make guesses
(infer) about what is
happening in the poem
based on the language.
Grade 2 HIGHER
I can give some detailed
understanding of the
whole poem based on the
evidence or quotes I
have used/discussed.
Grade 3
I provide imaginative
ideas about how words in
the poem convey
meaning and have a
thorough understanding
of the poem.

Lesson Seven –
EXAM
‘Nettles’

EXAM
1. Complete the reading exam in silence.

2. Use the success criteria on the right
for clear criteria guidance.
3. Write clearly.
4. You have the duration of this lesson to
complete the exam.
Best of luck 
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of the success criteria.
To analyse the poem ‘Nettles’.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Lesson Eight –
Timothy Winters

STARTER
Word association:

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

Hungry

POVERTY

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Timothy Winters comes to school
With eyes as wide as a football-pool,
Ears like bombs and teeth like splinters:
A blitz of a boy is Timothy Winters.

Old Man Winters likes his beer
And his missus ran off with a bombardier,
Grandma sits in the grate with a gin
And Timothy's dosed with an aspirin.

His belly is white, his neck is dark,
And his hair is an exclamation-mark.
His clothes are enough to scare a crow
And through his britches the blue winds blow.

The welfare Worker lies awake
But the law's as tricky as a ten-foot snake,
So Timothy Winters drinks his cup
And slowly goes on growing up.

When teacher talks he won't hear a word
And he shoots down dead the arithmetic-bird,
He licks the pattern off his plate
And he's not even heard of the Welfare State.

At Morning Prayers the Master helves
For children less fortunate than ourselves,
And the loudest response in the room is when
Timothy Winters roars "Amen!"

Timothy Winters has bloody feet
And he lives in a house on Suez Street,
He sleeps in a sack on the kithen floor
And they say there aren't boys like him anymore.

So come one angel, come on ten:
Timothy Winters says "Amen
Amen amen amen amen."
Timothy Winters, Lord. Amen.

The question:
How does the poet use language to describe Timothy Winters?

ACTIVITY
Annotate your poem…
• What are your first impressions?
• What do you think the poem is about?

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

• The form and structure – does it have a rhyme scheme/stanzas?

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

• What sort of imagery arises?

Grade 3

• Language: have any literary devices been used? What
effect(s)/imagery does it create for the reader?

• What theme(s) is presented? What message is the poet trying to
get across?

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

DEVELOPMENT
Feelings and emotions behind the poem – things to think
about.

• What does Causley want us to feel/think about
Timothy? Quote.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

• What is a ‘Welfare Worker’? How does the worker feel
about Timothy? Quote.

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

• What do we learn about Timothy’s family? Quote.

Grade 3

• In the final two stanzas, what do we learn about
Timothy as an individual? Quote.
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

An example PEED paragraph
Point: Timothy Winters is a poem that highlights the suffering of a very poor boy called Timothy Winters. The
narrator starts off by giving us a physical description of Timothy through the use of figurative language.
Evidence: The simile ‘teeth like splinters’ creates an image of a young boy who has thin and unhealthy teeth due
to deprivation and perhaps a clear lack of basic living materials such as a tooth brush.
Explanation: This description of Timothy makes the reader feel sympathetic towards him as Causley is
addressing both Timothy’s plight and suffering.
Development: Later in the poem we learn that Timothy has ‘bloody feet’ perhaps because his shoes are worn out
or, due to poverty, he may not even own a pair. We also learn that he lives on ‘Suez Street’. The alliteration of
the letter ‘s’ makes the phrase sound like ‘sewer street’ which has negative connotations: an unpleasant, smelly
and unhygienic place. Despite these conditions, the final two stanzas illustrate that perhaps Timothy does not
feel sorry for himself, but rather he prays for the children less fortunate than him ‘…roars ‘Amen!’’
Development/authorial intention: Perhaps Causley wrote the poem as a reflection of people attitudes in the
1950’s when they believed that poverty was in the past due to the Welfare State. When in fact, and as the
poem correctly addresses, not all families were reached by the Welfare Workers. Therefore we empathise with
Timothy when Causley uses the emotive phrase: ‘slowly goes on growing up’, indicating that he cannot be helped.

LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

ACTIVITY
Your turn – choose one quote and
begin drafting an analysis.
• Check that you are commenting on imagery, the
intentions of the poet, devices used and the form and
structure.
• Use PEED systematically to ensure a thorough analysis.
• Proof read your work to make sure it makes sense.
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

PLENARY
Planners at the ready…
Where would you put yourself today
in line with the learning outcomes?
RED, AMBER OR GREEN
What could you do to progress to the
next grade?
LO’s: To demonstrate understanding of an unseen poem.
To examine a poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Lesson Nine –
Timothy Winters

STARTER
1.

What is the poem about?

2. What is the form of the poem?

3. What language devices are there?
Quote and effect.
4. What themes are presented to us?
How could we link this poem to
Nettles?
LO’s: To recall the poem ‘Timothy Winters’
To analyse the poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

ACTIVITY
SILENT Writing Task – 40 minutes
Aim to write 2 PEED paragraphs which answers
the following question:
How does the poet use language to describe Timothy
Winters?

Refer to the success criteria on the right to
ensure you are meeting the criteria/grade
boundaries.
LO’s: To recall the poem ‘Timothy Winters’
To analyse the poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

PLENARY
SELF-ASSESSMENT

1. Give yourself a grade according to the
success criteria on the right.
2. Write one WOW comment.
3. Set yourself one target to improve your
next piece of analysis.
LO’s: To recall the poem ‘Timothy Winters’
To analyse the poem in detail.

Grade 2 LOWER

You will have some
understanding of the main
ideas in a poem and will be
able to analyse sections of
it.

Grade 2 HIGHER

You will have a detailed
understanding the poem
and will be able to comment
upon language, form and
structure.

Grade 3

You will have a confident
understanding of the poem
and will be able to comment
on language, form,
structure, imagery and the
effects on the reader.

Lesson Ten – Exam
Feedforward

PRE-STARTER
In silence, open your exercise books, write the date, the title
‘Reflective Learning’ and the quote below. Whilst I take the
register, consider what this quote is suggesting:
“Without reflection, we go blindly on our way, creating
more unintended consequences, and failing to achieve
anything useful.”
- Margaret J. Wheatley
(American Writer)
TASK: Write three words, phrases or sentences that come in
to your mind about the importance of this quote in education.
LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

STARTER

Thinking back to your poetry reading exam:
1.
Do you know what your strengths and weaknesses are
when analysing language?
Red:

Amber:
Green:

I have no idea yet (it is absolutely fine to be
on red).
I think I have some idea of what I could
improve on, but am not entirely sure.
I am fully confident in terms of knowing
exactly what I need to do to improve my
reading analysis skills.

LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

ACTIVITY

5 minutes
In the most recent READING exam, you had to
analyse the poem Nettles by Vernon Scannell.
TASK: In silence, look back through your work
and reflect on the comments I have made.
What do you need to improve?

LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

PIT STOP

1. What are your strengths?
2.What are your weaknesses?
3.What strategies could you
use to overcome those
difficulties?
LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

ACTIVITY
3 MINUTES
Based on you your exam feedback, set yourselves
two targets that you need to achieve in order to
improve your own reading skills.
For example:
Target 1) I need to ensure that I consider the
effects of language on the reader.
Target 2) …
LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

DEVELOPMENT
20 MINUTES SILENT WRITING DEDICATED IMPROVEMENT TIME.
Choose one paragraph in your exam that
you are going to improve based on the
targets you have set yourselves.
Aim to write 12 lines of improved writing.
LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

REFLECTION
1. Highlight target one in one colour
2. Highlight target two in another.
3. Highlight (in the correct colour) where
you have achieved your targets in your
improved paragraph.
4. Put two ticks at the bottom to
demonstrate how you feel about
achieving those targets (RAG).
LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

PLENARY
Do you now know how to improve a piece of
language analysis?

Red:
Amber:

Green:

I still have no idea and need help.
I have some idea of what I need
to do to improve, but still need more
practise.
I am now more confident and
aware of what I need to do to
improve my analysis skills.

LO’s: To reflect on your strengths and weaknesses when analysing language.
To demonstrate understanding of how to improve your reading skills.

Grade 2 LOWER
To understand the
process of reflection
and to improve some of
your reading skills.
Grade 2 HIGHER
To actively participate
in reflective tasks and
to modify your work
based on learning
experiences.
Grade 3
To make a positive
contribution as a
reflective learner and to
apply this learned
knowledge confidently to
your own reading ability.

Nettles
My son aged three fell in the nettle bed.
'Bed' seemed a curious name for those green spears,
That regiment of spite behind the shed:
It was no place for rest. With sobs and tears
The boy came seeking comfort and I saw
White blisters beaded on his tender skin.
We soothed him till his pain was not so raw.
At last he offered us a watery grin,
And then I took my billhook, honed the blade
And went outside and slashed in fury with it
Till not a nettle in that fierce parade
Stood upright any more. And then I lit
A funeral pyre to burn the fallen dead,
But in two weeks the busy sun and rain
Had called up tall recruits behind the shed:
My son would often feel sharp wounds again.

Vernon Scannell

In Mrs Tilscher’s Class
You could travel up the Blue Nile
with your finger, tracing the route
while Mrs Tilscher chanted the scenery.
Tana. Ethiopia. Khartoum. Aswân.
That for an hour, then a skittle of milk
and the chalky Pyramids rubbed into dust.
A window opened with a long pole.
The laugh of a bell swung by a running child.
This was better than home. Enthralling books.
The classroom glowed like a sweet shop.
Sugar paper. Coloured shapes. Brady and Hindley
faded, like the faint, uneasy smudge of a mistake.
Mrs Tilscher loved you. Some mornings, you found
she’d left a good gold star by your name.
The scent of a pencil slowly, carefully, shaved.
A xylophone’s nonsense heard from another form.

Over the Easter term, the inky tadpoles changed
from commas into exclamation marks. Three frogs
hopped in the playground, freed by a dunce,
followed by a line of kids, jumping and croaking
away from the lunch queue. A rough boy
told you how you were born. You kicked him, but stared
at your parents, appalled, when you got back home.
That feverish July, the air tasted of electricity.
A tangible alarm made you always untidy, hot,
fractious under the heavy, sexy sky. You asked her
how you were born and Mrs Tilscher smiled,
then turned away. Reports were handed out.
You ran through the gates, impatient to be grown,
as the sky split open into a thunderstorm.
Carol Ann Duffy

Welltread

